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Assistant Commissioner James A. Crawford welcomed participants to the Depart- 


ment’s Professional Services Seminar for Disadvantaged and Women Business 
Enterprises. Ronald Bersch, Director of Accounting and Auditing and S. Bobby Bryant, 
Director of Civil Rights, are also in the photo. 


DOT sponsors D/WBE seminar 


The Department sponsored a Pro- 
fessional Services Workshop for disad- 
vantaged and women-owned businesses 
on April 27 in the Headquarters Building. 

“Both Governor Kean and | are com- 
mitted to insuring the greatest possible 
involvement of minority and women 
business enterprises in DOT projects,” 
Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. said. 
“We hope that helping DBEs and WBEs 
to familiarize themselves with federal 
and state forms and qualification re- 
quirements will increase their partici- 
pation in our projects.” 

The seminar covered financial and 
contract requirements and liabilities and 
DBE/WBE qualifications. Federal and 


state laws and regulations governing 


Governor Announces Trust Fund Coalition 


D/WBE participation were reviewed and 
explained. 


The day long session was geared 
towards assisting minority and female 
owned fee appraisal, architectural and 
engineering firms to fill out and file the 
certification documents necessary to 
qualify for participation in engineering, 
right of way acquisition and design pro- 
jects. 


The workshop is part of the Depart- 
ment's effort to involve qualified DBEs 
and WBEs in the design and construc- 
tion of projects statewide. The Depart- 
ment has established goals of 10% DBE 
and 4% WBE participation in federally- 
funded transportation projects. 
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Governor Thomas H. Kean announced the formation of a broad-based coalition of 
groups and individuals who support the Transportation Trust Fund legislation at a 
recent press conference. At the microphone is Robert Van Buren, Board Chairman 
of Midlantic Banks, Inc. who will head the coalition. Governor Kean and Commissioner 


Sheridan look on. 


Cherry Hill is site for Trans/Action ’84 


Trans/Action '84, New Jersey’s eighth 
annual statewide transportation con- 
ference will take place this year on June 
25 and 26 at the Hyatt Cherry Hill. 

Governor Thomas H. Kean and Com- 
missioner John P. Sheridan top the list 
of speakers from the top ranks of feder- 
al, state and private agencies. Partici- 
pants will be able to choose from 12 
workshops on transportation issues af- 
fecting New Jersey, including: public 
transit, computer applications, bro- 
kerages, construction and maintenance, 
aviation, taxis and vans, bicycles; freight 
issues, funding, marketing, visual aids, 


“I told you they meant Buy U.S. Savings 
Bonds when they said ‘take stock in 
America’!” 


planning and elderly and handicapped 
transportation. 

The conference will also feature tours 
of rail, highway, marine and bus facilities 
and exhibits. 

Trans/Action is co-sponsored by DOT, 
NJ TRANSIT, the County Transportation 
Association of New Jersey and the New 
Jersey Alliance for Action. 


Attention car buffs 


If you collect or restore antique cars or 
are active in a classic car club, the Trans- 
porter would like to hear from you. 
Please call Gerry Guarnieri at 
609-292-3564 or scan 322-3564. 


Obituary 


Benjamin F. Ranalli, 70, of Charts- 
worth, a 31 year DOT veteran, died on 
April 17. 

The retired DOT truck driver was an 
ordained minister. He is survived by his 
wife, Virginia, and a son, the Rev. Albert 
of Ecuador, South America. 


MAY IS 
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MONTH 


Linda and Tom Podskainy (Senior En- 
gineer, Design Squad 7, Independence 
Mall) doubled the pleasure of parent- 
hood when they welcomed twin sons 
Brian and Andrew on April 19. The boys 
weighed 9 Ibs. 4 ozs. and 8 Ibs. 13 ozs. 
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Region IV maintenance, construc- 
tion and bridge crews worked around 
the clock on April 14 and 15, according 
to Regional Engineer Oliver Kee, to 
shore up a seawall and small bridge on 
Route 152 in the Somers Point Longport 
area washed out by the storm. 

Kee said that 75 DOTers used 35 
trucks to haul concrete pieces and 
gravel. Bridge and construction crews 
redecked the bridge. 
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Help sought for 


DOTers in Region | and II have joined 
to help two of their co-workers whose 
homes were destroyed by the spring 
flooding in North Jersey. 

Most severely affected was Assistant 
Foreman Steve Sametz (Maintenance 
Crew 211, Ridgewood) whose Wayne 
home was totally wiped out by the flood- 
ing. Area supervisor, Vince Bero (Region 


DOT softballers 


The DOT softball team began its 12th 
season in the Ewing Adult League. Star 
pitcher Joe O’Brien returned after sitting 
out the 1983 season to help create a 
hopeful atmosphere. 

Members of the team include O’Brien, 
Steve Warren, Paul Gurland, Joe Ser- 
enelli, Bruce Riegal, and Howard |m- 
mordino (all Design Services), Jim Cline 
(Construction and Maintenance), Tom 


‘They fix things that go bump’ was the 
name of the Peter Genovese column in 
the April 5 Home News which featured 
members of the College Farm mainten- 
ance garage off Route 1 in New Bruns- 
wick. Crew foreman John Coffey and 
assistant foreman Ted Gluch told some 
of the trials and tribulations of continual 
patchup on busy roads like Routes 1, 130 
and 18 in Middlesex County. Photo- 
graphed at work on Route 18’s Weston’s 
Mill Bridge over the Raritan River were 
John Kosovan, Ed Skirzenski, Randy 
Robinson and Rick Ely. 


* * * 


Fred Marchitto, Radio Dispatcher for 
Region Il, and his wife Amy, recently wel- 
comed their second child, Rebeca Isabel 
who was born on March 29. 


storm victims 


Il, Newark) is accepting donations for the 
family. 


Rockaway foreman (Crew 1190) Rich- 
ard Salami lost half of the furnishings in 
his Pompton Plains home during the 
same flooding. Region | area supervisor 
(Netcong) Earl Gray is accepting con- 
tributions for his family. 


begin season 


Wospil (Programing and Monitoring), 
Talvin Davis (Data Base Generation) and 
Joe Szalecki (Central Services). Cline led 
the club in batting, runs-batted-in and 
home runs last year. 


The DOT team won the league cham- 
pionship in 1977, 1979 and 1981 and 
were playoff champions in 1976, 1977 
and 1980. 


Region | plans golf tournament 


The Fourth Annual Region | Invitational 
Golf Tournament for employees and re- 
tirees of DOT will be held on Tuesday 
June 5 at the Farmstead Golf and Coun- 
try Club in Andover. 

The event will include a buffet and 
awards ceremony during which prizes 


will be given for longest drive, closest to 
pin, low net and three classes of low 
handicap (Callaway System). Special 
awards for “Most Golf Balls Lost” and 
“low Retiree” will also be made. 

For information and reservations call 
Bob Ruth at (201) 526-7860 or 292-9798. 


Carl J. Fillman, Equipment Operator, 
(Const. & Maint.) 37 years; David F. Win- 
ter, Foreman Highway Maintenance, 
(Const. & Maint.) 36 years; Nicholas D. 
Tuozzo, Principal Engineer, (Design) 35 
years; Richard J. Howard, Truck Driver, 
(Const. & Maint.) 32 years; Rudolf 
Tusche, Equipment Operator, (Const. & 
Maint.) 31 years; Michael J. Fasano, Sr. 
Title Examiner, (Right of Way) 28 years; 
Frank Galanzo, Truck Driver, (Const. & 
Maint.) 27 years; Walter H. Green, Truck 
Driver, (Const. & Maint.) 22 years; Ruth 


RECENT 
RETIREES 


B. Turner, Prin. Clerk Steno., (Data Base 
Generation) 19 years; Thomas B. Hazel- 
ton, Right of Way Negotiator, (Right of 
Way) 18 years; Martin J. Byrnes, Prin. 
Right of Way Negotiator, (Right of Way) 
16 years; Caroline E. O’Hara, Sr. Clerk 
Typist, (Central Services) 16 years; John 
Yorks, Bridge Operator, (Design) 15 
years; Walter F. Schiffer, Foreman, 
(Const. & Maint.) 14 years; Theresa Ann 
Consol, Sr. Bldg. Maint. Worker, (Const. 
& Maint.) 8 years; Albert E. Johnson, 
Bridge Operator |, (Design) 5 years. 
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DOT HAM CALL DIRECTORY 


Worth Cunningham WB2EPW 
Jack Dennis WB2KEL 
Ken Erick WB2FRT 
Bill Felix WB2YCZ 
Leon Kuliczkowski KA2CYE 
Joe Maresca N2BLM 
Paul Matt N2EFE 
Bill Meade N2CWR 
Ben Olson N2BAY 
Steve Ostafy KQ2Y 
Jim Panzitta N2CAU 
Lou Papp N2CYV 
Fred Quinn WA2HGW 
Vic Rice N2EFI 
Walt Sharpe KB2ZY 
Frank Siciliano WA2FZM 
Jim Teiss WA2JNA 


Retirees: 


Ben Ciavatta 
John Kuklinski 


What do King Hussein of Jordan and 
Senator Barry Goldwater have in com- 
mon with DOTers Bill Felix, Walt Sharpe, 
Jack Dennis, Fred Quinn, Vic Rice and 


retiree Ben Ciavatta? Their 
amateur (ham) radio. 

“| like telegraphy and use an old World 
War | Navy brass key to transmit,” said 
urban planner Felix. Morse code was 
used to spread the word of Lee’s sur- 
render at Appomatox Court House which 
ended the Civil War. It is also the back 
up communications system for space 
age satellites. While there was a recent 
move to eliminate the Morse code re- 
quirement for amateur radio operators 
licenses, hams rejected the Federal 
Communications Commission proposal. 

Ham radio operators form a pool of 
trained communications personnel in 
times of emergency. During the recent 
flooding at the shore and in North Jer- 
sey, licensed amateurs such as Right 
of Way’s Walter Sharpe worked as vol- 
unteers at State Police Headquarters 
in West Trenton handling calls for aid 
and incoming information. 

Hams were also on hand to relay 
messages between American students 
on Granada during the recent political 
upheaval there and their parents in the 
U.S. and were the only communication 
available during the Alaskan  earth- 
quakes. 

Talking to people across time zones 
and continents is the most universal 


hobby, 
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DOT amateur radio bufts Jack Dennis, Walt Sharpe, Fred Quinn and Vic Rice compare 


Department ‘hams’ circle globe: 


equipment and postcards from all over the world. 


attraction for amateur radio 
enthusiasts in the Department who 
were interviewed. “Hams can talk to 
people and make friends in places 
where official diplomats cannot,” said 
Quinn who works in Bridge Design. 
“You can’t be on the air for an hour 
without making contact with a Russian, 
and China has just become active in 
ham radio again after 25 years and is 
now one of the 300 official ham coun- 
tries.” 

“| talked to the Ukraine last night,” 
Felix said. The conversations usually end 
with “QSL” (I'll send you a card”), and he 
has thousands of postcards as a result. 
“It's harder for Soviets to be hams, they 
can only use their World War II vintage 
salvage equipment in party head- 
quarters under surveillance.” 

Jack Dennis, a principal engineer in 
Region Ill Design, also prefers long dis- 
tance or “DX” calls. (When you talk to 
hams you've got to catch on fast to in- 
itials). He has a specific goal in mind: to 
become a member of the DXCC (Long 
Distance Century Club). To do this, he 
has to verify that he has reached one 
hundred different countries by a post- 
card received from the person reached. 
Dennis has accumulated 70 over the last 
25 years. 

Vic Rice, executive assistant to Assis- 
tant Commissioner Jack Freidenrich, 
had 82 countries until his wife unwittingly 
disposed of them. It has remained, 
understandably, a sore subject between 
them. 

“| spoke to a man in Belgium who in- 
vited me to visit him,” said Gloria 


sa 


Walt Sharpe demonstrates the communications equipment at State Police Head- 
quarters which hams operate during emergency situations. 


Blumenthal, a co-worker of Sharpe’s 
who had been riding in his car when the 
call came through on his mobile ham 
radio, a converted CB unit. CBers, by the 
way, Cannot transmit on amateur radio 
frequencies without passing the FCC 
regulatory examinations. 

Rice and Felix started their ham radio 
hobby as teenagers, “before we could 
get around in our own cars,” was how 
Rice put it. He built his first transmitter- 


Talking to the Ukraine 


Code Meaning 
UBS EAR Ukrainian ham 
DE WB2YCZ This is Bill Felix 


OK OM TNX CALL Ok old man 
thanks for the 
call 

Your readibility 5 
(out of 5), 
strength 7 

(Out of 10), tone 9 
(Out of 9) 

My location NJ, 
name Bill 

» How do you 
read me? 


UR RST 579 


OTH NJ NAME BILL 


HW CPY? 


receiver as a student in the then Trenton 
Catholic Boys High Schools’ Radio Club 
and went on as program director of his 
college’s FM station. As a teen he was 
able to communicate regularly with 
another boy named Victor in Port-o- 
Prince, Haiti. Besides sharing the same 
first names and hobbies, the fathers of 
both Victors were professional golfers. 

Felix still uses the same gear he 
bought in 1967. “All a hot shot code op- 


HAM LICENSES 


1. Novice: 

Transmit in Morse code at 5 words per 
minute; basic radio circuitry on a 9th 
grade science level, basic amateur radio 
operator procedures. This license exam 
can be given by someone holding a gen- 
eral or above license. All other examin- 
ing is done by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Novices are confined 
to telegraphy (no voice) and have band 
limitations. 


2. Technician: 
Written exam; add VHF and voice 


3. General: 
Written test, 13 wpm telegraphy; fre- 
quencies added 


4. Advanced: 
Added element to written test; more 
privileges on phone bands 


5. Amateur Extra: 

Added technical elements to written 
test; advanced state-of-the art; send and 
receive 20 words per minute telegraphy; 
difficulty on level of college Introduction 
to Electronic Engineering Course; no re- 
strictions on amateur bands. 


erator needs is a good antenna, a good 
receiver and a good ear.” As a Blue 
Grass banjo player, he also qualifies on 
that point. Felix got back into his teenage 
hobby a few years ago. 

His transmitter-receiver is crammed in 
next to his furnace where he has just 
enough room for him and one of his two 
small daughters. “There’s a lot of nice 
people out there,” he said. 

Dennis has been at his hobby for 25 
years. He started when he carpooled 
to DOT with Quinn who had a radio in 
his car. He now has acorner of his own 
bedroom for his own transceiver which 
can work the 80 through 10 meter 
bands. 

Every other month he can be found in 
Twin Rivers at a breakfast gathering of 
the Trotters and Pacers, a radio club with 
members in Monmouth, Middlesex and 
Mercer Counties and their “XYL's,” (ham 
talk for wives). 

By comparison, Sharpe is a relative 
newcomer to amateur radio, having 
started out just five years ago when he 
became fascinated with electronics. He 
heard about a club which was offering a 
course for licensing and now has a room 
filled with equipment that enables him to 
use ten bands and interface with com- 
puters and printers. He will tell you about 
the ham association which built a satel- 
lite orbited by NASA. 

As a member of the Delaware Valley 
Radio Association and the Radio 
Amateur Civil Emergency Service, 
Sharpe participates in Central Jersey or- 
ganized ham activities. These include 
monthly drills and a field day which is 
held at the Boy Scout Camp near 
Lambertville at the end of June. At this 
an annual campout makeshift antennae 
are erected and no commercial power is 
used. Even with these restrictions, they 
were able to make contact with the South 
Pole last year. 

Sharpe’s wife Janet, who works in 
DOT, doesn’t mind his hobby. She re- 
cently decided to embark on one of her 
own—and bought an Arabian horse. 

In ham lingo, an “Elmer” is the vet- 
eran ham who helps someone get 
started in his first license and equip- 
ment. Quinn became fascinated at the 
age of five by the attic ‘radio shack’ 
of a friend of his father’s. It wasn’t until 
he was in college that his Elmer, a col- 
lege friend, helped him get started. 
That was 27 years ago. 

Today he holds an advanced license 
and state-of-the-art equipment including 
a computerized teletype and talks all 
over the world. 

Retiree (from Fernwood’s Radio shop, 
naturally) Ben Ciavatta of Trenton still 
finds his radio a favorite pastime. In his 
long ham career he was able to speak 
to the late Arthur Godfrey and trumpeter 
Tex Beneke. He said that he and a Mich- 
igan ham operator got their Governors, 
George Romney and Robert Meyner, to 
talk in the early 1960s. 

DOT ham radio operators invite any- 
One interested in their hobby to contact 
them. 


Bill Felix and his year old daughter Robin 
“pound brass,” tap out Morse code on 
a World War | vintage key, at his home 
amateur radio “shack”. 
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Judges for this year’s DOT Photo Contest were Joe 
Thomas Moran, New Jersey Council of the Arts; Ron Raymond, Records and Services; 
Ken DeBlieu, State Photographer and Candie Brown, Personnel. All have a back- 
ground in either photography, printing or art. 


Moore, State Photographer; 
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Hallgreen wins ‘Best in-Show’ 
in fourth annual Photo Contest 


Raymond B. Haligreen, an engineering 
Aide | in Region Ill has again won “Best 
in Show” in the annual DOT Photo Con- 
test. His last win was in 1982. He also 
took a first prize in the nature category, 
an award he also received in last year’s 
contest. 

Robert A. Callaway, a senior engineer 
in Region IV Construction, took first 
place in the Transportation category and 
Keith A. Swango, a principal drafting 
technician in Bridge Design, won first 
prize in the People category. 

An award for “Exceptional Merit” was 
made to Ray Nichols, an environmental 
specialist in Project Development, for a 
nature photograph. 

Mary Trolle, Engineering Aid II, Main- 
tenance, won two Honorable Mentions. 


Others who received the same award 
were: Mitchell Zajac, Highway Inspector; 
Charles Guenzel, Principal Engineer, De- 
sign; Thomas Norris, Principal Engineer, 
Region | Construction; Bryon Brown, 
Maintenance Worker I, Netcong and Wil- 
liam J. Sarosky, Administrative Analyst, 
Administrative Systems. 

The judges for this year’s contest 
were: Tom Moran, of the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts; Joe Moore and 
Ken DeBlieu of the Governor's Photo 
Unit; Ron Raymond, Acting Chief of Re- 
cords and Services and Candie Brown of 
Personnel. 

The winning contest photographers 
and others chosen for exhibit will be on 
view in the Headquarters Cafeteria 
through the middle of June. 


